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conditions of this region, as compared with those farther west, arc
shown by the fact that the occupied land has on an average one
sheep to the acre.
Deposits of the precious metals are widespread. Gold is found in
various places, copper in the north and in the south, and tin in
the north. Iron ore occurs in the Blue Mountains and elsewhere,
but the output is as yet small, although the proximity of the western
coalfield, the chief mines | of which are also in the Blue Mountains,
has made possible a certain amount of iron smelting at Lithgow
and other towns.
THE COASTAL REGION, with much fertile soil, favourable climate,
great coal resources, valuable hinterland, and facilities for commerce,
is one of the most important on the whole continent. The area under
crops is not very great. Sugar-cane is cultivated in the valleys of
the northern rivers, but the omount of sugar produced is much
less than in Queensland. Maize is the chief cereal, especially in
the north, as climatic conditions are unfavourable to wheat. The
region is more suited to cattle than to sheep, and with over four-
fifths of the milch cows in the state, it has become the chief dairying
district in the Commonwealth. The mineral wealth of the region
consists mainly of coal, and two important coalfields lie within it.
The northern., or Hunter River district, of which Newcastle is the
centre, produces about two-thirds of the total output of the state,
or over 6,000,000 tons yearly. The coal is of good quality, and the
ease with which it can be exported from Newcastle makes the field
of special value. The lllawarra field, some distance sonth of Sydney,
has an output of over one-fourth that of the northern, but coal
from "it is much in demand for steam purposes, and a harbour has
been built at Port Kembla to facilitate its export.
TOWNS AND COMMUNICATIONS. Sydney, with its magnificent
harbour, is the largest town and chief port of New South Wales,
and may also be regarded as the centre of its railway system. Froro
it, a line runs along the coastal plain to Newcastle, and is continued
by way of the northern tableland to the Queensland frontier, where
it joins the line to Brisbane; a branch which breaks off at Werris
Creek is connected with several points on the Darling river, thus
serving the agricultural areas in the north-eastern part of the plains,
On the south, Sydney is connected with the Victorian railway system
at Albury, on the Murray, by a line which crosses the tableland and